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DATES FOR THE DIARY
AT KINGSGROVE

This community newsletter is
designed to keep you updated on
progress as the various phases of
the project are brought forward .
Information can also be found on
the website:

Kingsgrove Community Day

www.kingsgrovewantage.co.uk

This October 9th from 2-4pm St.
Modwen would like to invite the
Kingsgrove Community to the
opening of the Public Square and
the reveal of the installed artwork
by Kerry Lemon. This will be a day
of art, music and food, and a chance
for residents to meet each other
and celebrate the new community
growing in Kingsgrove.
Alongside the Public Square
Opening on October 9th, Wantage
Primary Academy school grounds
will be open from 1-2pm. There will
be stalls, tombola and much more.
Visitors will also be able to see the
children’s artwork designs which
they carried out with community
artist, Kerry Lemon, you can read
more about the Kingsgrove Art Day
on page 3.
We look forward to welcoming you
all.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Leah Perring, WPA and Kerry Lemon, artist on Kingsgrove Art Day

Wantage Community
Church’s 40th Birthday
Wantage Community Church
are celebrating their

th

Anniversary

You are invited!
A party that includes a special service, lunch, bouncy castles, cake, live
music and more. We will be celebrating all that God has done through
WCC and looking to the future.

Sunday 26th September 2021 10.30am - 3pm
@ Wantage Primary Academy Rutherford Road, Wantage, OX12 7GQ
Please RSVP by 22 Sept on www.wantagecc.org.uk/40celebrations

Wantage Primary Academy’s artwork inspired by Kerry Lemon’s designs

- Dates for the diary
- Progress on site
- Preim update
- Art at Kingsgrove
- Whitings Landscaping
- The Countryside Code
- Green Travel Plan
- Funding for good
- Meanwhile at Kingsgrove
- New look for website

Please be aware that this event is subject to Govt Restrictions and Covid-19 allowing this to take place at the time.

You’re invited to Wantage Community
Church’s Anniversary Party on Sunday
26th Sept at Wantage Primary
Academy. There will be a special
service in the morning and all residents
of Kingsgrove are invited or you can
come along from 1.30pm onwards to
enjoy the bouncy castles, live music,
Hot drinks with Cake and Ice Cream
plus much more! A fun filled afternoon
and an opportunity to meet everyone
from the community.

kingsgrovewantage.co.uk

PROGRESS UPDATE
PLANS FOR KINGSROVE
Works continue to progress in the growing community of
Kingsgrove.
Kingsgrove is really taking shape.
A Reserve Matters planning
application has been submitted
for the Care Home, which will
have a capacity of approximately
60-70 beds, and will be located
within the Local Centre, meaning
residents will be part of, and
well-connected to, their local
community.
Another application has also
gone in for infrastructure works
west of the BOAT, the greenway
linking Kingsgrove to the relief
road and wider walkways. To view

these applications visit: www.
whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Works also started earlier this year
on the Relief Road that runs along
the top of the development, which
will help connect Kingsgrove to
the surrounding areas. This is a
vital piece of infrastructure and a
major milestone in the evolution of
the project, which follows on from
the fantastic progress with the
opening of the primary school on
site and completion of key access
roads, landscaping and other
infrastructure works.

Aerial view of the future WELR from the north

PREIM UPDATE
FOR RESIDENTS

Kingsgrove Residents Meeting
We would like to thank those
of you that were able to attend
the residents’ meeting which
took place on the 21st July in
Wantage Primary Academy, and
we hope you found the meeting
helpful and informative. The
presentation is available to all on
the Preim resident portal which
can be accessed here: portal.
preim.co.uk/
Kingsgrove Working Group

We are working to establish
a Residents Working Group
forum, to facilitate engagement
between elected homeowners,
the managing partner and other
local stakeholders.

Being able to contact property
owners via email allows Preim
to communicate quickly and
efficiently, reduces carbon
footprint and also reduces costs
to property owners.

Following the residents meeting
we have received a lot of interest
in being part of this group
from passionate residents in
Kingsgrove. We’ve sent out the
relevant application forms and
will keep the community updated
on the next phase of electing
homeowners to the group.

If you are a resident, signing up to
receive communications via email
is very simple and can be done
on your Preim resident’s portal
(login details are in your welcome
letter) or you can download our
Electronic Communications Form
on the Preim website as follows:
https://preim.co.uk/here-to-help/
useful-forms/. Please feel free
to get in touch if you have any
questions via :helpdesk@preim.
co.uk

In the meantime if you have any
queries email helpdesk@preim.
co.uk
Communication Preferences

KINGSGROVE ART DAY
WITH KERRY LEMON
As part of the community art project, Kerry Lemon - Winner of St. Modwen’s Kingsgrove Art
Commission, visited Kingsgrove’s primary school, Wantage Primary Academy (WPA), to teach
the local children about the heritage and landscape of Wantage with the aim of inspiring artistic
expression via creative sessions held throughout the day.
With the children, Kerry explored
the history of Wantage and
Grove’s historical, agricultural
and horticultural heritage in
partnership with the Vale and
Downland Museum.
Sally Povolotsky, Sustainability
Specialist, held a practical
gardening session with the
children, from Nursery to Year 2.
In a final session, Lemon, assisted
by project mentee Maria Finch
from Oxford Brookes University,
helped the children of Wantage
Primary Academy get stuck in
themselves.
Using concepts for the final
artwork to be installed at
Kingsgrove, the students were
taught to develop local plants
into frottage tiles using air-dry
clay.
The tiles the children made have
been gifted to the school as part
of the wider art installation due
to be installed at Kingsgrove
in September 2021, and will be
available to view on October 9th
at the Kingsgrove Community
Day.
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WHITINGS
OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT
St. Modwen is delighted
to announce that Whitings
Landscaping has taken over the
management of many open
spaces across Kingsgrove from
August 2021. The dedicated
site team will engage with the
Kingsgrove community and work
hard to ensure that all those who
connect with the local area can
benefit from well maintained play
areas, thriving open spaces and
valuable woodlands. They will be
on site regularly on all main areas
of the site excluding phase 1a.

Phase 1a is still under the
management of St. Modwen
Homes for the moment, while
final works are being completed
to make the space ready for
handover to Preim.
In the meantime, no service
charge funds have been put
towards the maintenance of
phase 1a while it’s still under St.
Modwen Homes’ management.
Keep an eye out for details on the
handover in due course.

THE NFU
COUNTRYSIDE CODE
At Kingsgrove, we’re so lucky to have so much nature on our doorstep. The National Farmer’s Union has
updated the Countryside Code, something that St. Modwen urges all residents and neighbours to follow
to ensure that we respect, protect and enjoy our surroundings.

Whitings update

GREEN TRAVEL
AROUND KINGSGROVE
As more and more residents are
settling into their new homes,
the Travel Plan for Kingsgrove is
continuing to develop. Vectos,
Kingsgrove’s dedicated Travel
Planners, have been in discussions
with the local bus operators
and cycling groups to consider
practical ways of incentivising and
supporting public transport and
active travel.

with Milton Park and Didcot.

Oxfordshire County Council and
local stakeholders are continuing
to develop the Science Vale
Cycle Network. This includes a
route between Wantage and
Harwell Campus, the “Icknield
Greenway”. Part of this route has
recently been upgraded, providing
widened and surfaced paths.
In the longer term the route is
proposed to connect Wantage

Road Safety Week
16th - 21st November 2021

Bike to School Week: 28th
September - 2nd October 2021
Bike to school week is a week-long
event across the UK to encourage
families to cycle and scoot to
school. Here at Kingsgrove we
are looking at opportunities to
engage in this event.

Road Safety Week inspires
thousands of schools,
organisations and communities
to take action on road safety and
shout out for our right to make
safe and healthy journeys every
day.

The theme of this year’s event is
Road Safety Heroes. There will
be various events taking place
celebrating this theme.
Travel Survey
Work is underway developing
a travel survey for residents at
Kingsgrove. This survey will be
undertaken later in the year and is
designed to capture how people
currently travel. It will also provide
the opportunity for residents to
provide feedback on the issues
that matter to them relating to
travel and transport.
Take a closer look at our
Kingsgrove Masterplan below,
and for more information on all
things Kingsgrove, read our new
Placebook online!
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FUNDING
FOR GOOD
o

COVID-19 School Funding
St. Modwen has put together a
‘Covid fund’ to help schools who
have had a particularly hard time
during the pandemic, and as
part of that has given £5k to King
Alfred’s Academy in Wantage.
During the pandemic, the school
has been unable to push forward
with on- site work experience
so the students have missed out
hands-on learning. A new course
for the school – mostly aimed for
SEND (Special Educational Needs)
students - has been aided by St.
Modwen funds to buy materials
needed. St. Modwen Homes
employees and contractors will

also visit the students to talk about
their roles.
The funding is also going towards
tech equipment for their SEND
students, for whom tech is really
key for retaining engagement. St.
Modwen has therefore provided
the school with new chrome books
to replace old ones.

With that in mind, we’re exploring
options for meanwhile uses of
these areas, to breathe life into all
possible spaces, before we begin
construction of the permanent
uses in 1-2 years.
Since our last update we have
received a number of fantastic

Matt Biddle, first team manager
and resident of Kingsgrove, said:
“We are so excited to be getting
back to playing football and the
sponsorship is a major boost.”

Football Club Sponsorship
St. Modwen is once again teaming
up with Wantage Town FC to
sponsor them for their upcoming
season. Last year’s sponsorship
aided the club during a difficult
time for sports felt across the

MEANWHILE USES
IN THE SQUARE
While plans are in place for a
neighbourhood centre, we want
to ensure our current residents
and wider community have a
place to meet and enjoy on site in
the meantime.

country, and we’re looking forward
to seeing the team on the pitch
once again sporting the Kingsgrove
Logo!

business proposals which are
currently under consideration.
We are very close to appointing an
operator, so keep your ear to the
ground for a big announcement!
We assure residents that whichever
vendor is chosen, it will be a
fantastic asset to Kingsgrove. We
can’t wait to share more news with
you very soon.
Keep an eye out for updates on
this exciting project in our next
newsletter, or on our website
www.kingsgrovewantage.co.uk

WEBSITE
REFRESH
We’re excited to reveal a fresh
new look for the Kingsgrove
website!
Now Kingsgrove is undeniably a
community in its own right, we
wanted its website to reflect this.
Visit our new site to see an
interactive map of the future
vision for Kingsgrove, a hub of
community stories and news ,
and our new PlaceBook; a onestop shop for everything you
need to know about Kingsgrove,
Wantage.
www.kingsgrovewantage.co.uk

Keep In Touch
For more information about Kingsgrove, or to be added to our e-newsletter circulation list, please email
info@kingsgrovewantage.co.uk Please feel free to circulate this newsletter to other interested parties. Or visit or visit www.
kingsgrovewantage.co.uk to download a PDF version.

kingsgrovewantage.co.uk

